






white. Meeting common needs creates a common bond, he said. 

Worship together, just not too much. 

For Hoover, bilingual Mass works fine, but it can't be done too often. He suggested feast days, 
such as Pentecost, that don't carry heavy cultural baggage as opportunities for all groups to come 
together. But do it too often, he said, and it can become a distraction. 

Have fun together. 

Different ethnic communities will develop along parallel tracks. Parish socials, particularly those 
focused on food, provide an opportunity for groups to come together. 

Ospino said to let the Anglos come up with the hamburgers and, in his parish's case, provide 
opportunities for the Latinos and Vietnamese to showcase their ethnic dishes. Food can serve as a 
unifier. 

[Peter Feuerherd is a correspondent for NCR's Field Hospital series on parish life and is a 
professor of journalism at St. John's University, New York.] 




