Order of Prayer ~ for Faculty and Staff
Based on this Year’s Catechetical Theme

Leader

Let us recall the loving presence of God, within and among us.

Leader
All

The light of God
All: surrounds us.
The love of God
All: enfolds us,
The power of God
All: protects us,
The presence of God All: watches over us,
The Spirit of God
All: sends us forth as missionary disciples.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.

Hymn

Go Make of All Disciples

Text: Leon M. Adkins

(Tune: I Sing the Mighty Pow’r of God or
All Glory, Laud and Honor or The Church’s One Foundation)

“Go make of all disciples:” We hear the call, O Lord,
That comes from You, our Father, in your eternal Word.
Inspire our ways of learning through earnest, fervent prayer,
And let our daily living reveal You ev’rywhere.
“Go make of all disciples:” Baptizing in the name
Of Father, Son, and Spirit – From age to age the same.
We call each new disciple to follow you, O Lord,
Redeeming soul and body by water and the Word.
Lector I

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Acts 1:1-3, 6-8, 2:1-4

In my first account, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up
to heaven, having first instructed the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit. In the time after
his suffering he showed them in many convincing ways that he was alive, appearing to them over the
course of forty days and speaking to them about the reign of God. While they were with him, they
asked, “Lord, are you going to restore the rule to Israel now?” His answer was: “The exact time,
it is not yours to know . . . You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes down on you;
then you are to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, through Judea and Samaria, yes, even to the ends
of the earth.” When the day of Pentecost came it found them gathered in one place. Suddenly from
up in the sky there came a noise like a strong, driving wind which was heard all through the house
where they were seated . . . All were filled with the Holy Spirit. They began to express themselves
in foreign tongues and make bold proclamation as the Spirit prompted them.
The Word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God.
(A moment of personal reflection)

Lector II

“Evangelizing”

General Audience of Pope Francis, May 22, 2013

Evangelizing is the Church’s mission. It is not the mission of only a few
but it is mine, yours, and our mission . . . Who is the real driving force
of evangelization in our life and in the Church? “It is the Holy Spirit who today,
just as at the beginning of the Church, acts in every evangelizer who allows himself
to be possessed and led by him. The Holy Spirit places on his lips the words
which he could not find by himself, and at the same time the Holy Spirit predisposes
the soul of the hearer to be open and receptive to the Good News and to the Kingdom
being proclaimed” (Pope Paul VI, Evangelium nuntiandi, no. 75).
Take a few moments and read over the next four sentences. Choose one to focus upon right now.
Think back on a recent encounter with the Risen Lord in your own life.
Reflect upon a time that you accompanied someone on their journey of faith.
Pray over the strengths and weaknesses of the community of faith in which you worship.
Recall when you felt called to be sent as a “missionary disciple”
and to help spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.
(This reflection could lead to sharing with the person beside you.)
Lector III

Intercessory Prayer* (Borrowed and adapted from Dennis J. Billy, C.Ss.R. Gospel Joy, p. 78, 81)

Let us pray to the Father, through Jesus, the Son, and in the Holy Spirit of truth:
1. As faithful followers of Christ, we desire:
2. As ardent disciples of Jesus, we hope:
3. As children of God, we pray:

ALL:
ALL:
ALL:

to live in union with Christ our Lord.
to seek what He seeks and love what He loves.
to remain close to the heart of Jesus
as He remains close to his Father’s heart.
4. With Mary, Star of the New Evangelization, ALL: we contemplate the mystery of God in our world,
in human history and in our daily lives.
And now let us pray in the words of Christ: ALL: “Our Father . . .”
Hymn

Lord, You Give the Great Commission

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn
(Tune: “Abbot Leigh,” or “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus,” or “God of Day and God of Darkness”)

Lord, you give the great commission: “Heal the sick and preach the word.”
Lest the church neglect its mission and the gospel go unheard,
Help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity:
With the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us for the work of ministry.
Lord, you call us to your service: “In my name baptize and teach.”
That the world may trust your promise, life abundant meant for each,
Give us all new fervor, draw us closer in community:
With the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us for the work of ministry.
Leader

Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace.

